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Ssnmrfer Balarl*eel and Pmrerats:
Frepaning Studernts for $*a#se$$ affier Htgh Scfrosl
More than 40 states are implementing the Common Core State Standards, which provide consistent learning goals for
students re$ardless of their background or where they live. These standards are designed to make sure that all students
graduate from high school with the knowledge and skills necessary for success in college and career,

To help students meet these goals, Smarter Balanced is rvorking with educators and parents to develop assessments that
will replace current state assessments in tnglish language arts/literacy and mathematics in the 2014-15 schoolyear. The
Smarter Balanced assessment system will provide teachers with new tools to monitor student progress and resources to
meet each student's unique needs.
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Key Features of Smarter Balanced
i:. Measures student achievement and growth in English

language arts/literacy and mathematics in grades 3-8
and high school.

:' lncludes accommodations for students with disabilities
and English language learners so that all students can
demonstrate what they know.

:- Administered online with questions and performance tasks
that measure critical thinking and problem solving skills.

::,. tr,O"",u|ons of student performance linked to international
benchmarks.

Preparation for College and Career
A high school diploma should mean students are ready to
take their next step in life-by golng to college, pursuing
career training or entering the workforce. Smarter Balanced
assessments measure col lege and career readiness so
that parents and teachers can help them stay on track to
graduat ion.

Supporting Teaching and Learning
In addition to a year-end assessment, teachers will be able
to administer interim assessments throuShout the school
year to monitor student progress. Results from the interim
assessment will be available quickly, giving teachers the
information they need to address student needs before
the end of the year. In addition, teachers will have access
to a digital library of resources and professional learning
opportunit ies to help students succeed.

Feedback for Teachers and Parents
An online system will provide clear, easy-to-understand reports
on student performance for teachers, parents and schools.
Teachers can use these reports to inform their instruction,
and parents will have better information about their child's
progress. Parents will also be able to see how student
achievement at their school compares to performance at the
district and state level.

Assessment I m plementation Ti mel ine
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LEARN MORTAND GET INVOLVED
Visit SmarterBalanced.org to learn more about the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium and signup to receive our
monthly eNewsletter. For more information, please contact
I nfo@SmarterBalanced. org.

SmarterBalanced.org



The Common Core State Standards and Parents and Guardians

The Common Core Stote Stondords (CCSS) provide o procticol woy to prepore children for the
chol lenges of  o constoni ly chonging world -  by leorning step-by-step the reol-wor ld ski l ls  they need for
coreer ond col lege.

Colifornio is puti ing these siondords lo work, using them os the foundotion for remodeling our educotion
system. The stondords keep the best of whot we hove, but reploce outdoted woys of leorning with o
cleor focus on the key knowledge ond ski l ls students need, ond provide teochers the t ime to teoch them
wel l .

L ike on orchestro leorning o chol lenging new symphony, br inging these stondords to l i fe in our schools
wil l  toke t ime ond energy, ond the costs must be monoged over t ime. These stondords provide every
port of our educoiion syslem the some sheei music - with the cleor gools of coreer ond college
reodiness for ol l .  And we ol l  hove o port  io ploy.

Prepor ing Sludenls for  Coreer ond Col lege
Goql -  o l l  s tudents groduot ing f rom our publ ic school  system os l i fe-  long leorners wi l l  hove the ski l ls
ond knowledge necessory io ossume iheir posi i ions in the 21st century globol economy.

. The new siondords ore designed to be relevont in the reol world, ref lecting the knowledge ond

skil ls students need for success in both higher educotion ond coreer.

. Our communit ies wil l  be stronger i f  students groduote with the ski l ls ond knowledge needed in

todoy's iob morket.

Wi l l  There Be New Tesls for  the New Stcrndords?
Yes, Coli fornio is o governing member of the SMARTER Bolonced Assessment Consort ium (SBAC). The
consort ium is developing new tests thot wil l  meosure studenl progress toword coreer ond college
reodiness. You moy leorn more obout the new tests ond Colifornio's port icipotion in the SBAC ot
http'/ /www.cde.co.gov/to /tg/so/smo rterbo lonced.osp.

Col i forniq 's CC55 lmplementol ion Plon
The Common Core Sfofe Stondords Syslems lmplemenlolion Plon for Colifornio is o living document
opproved by the Stote Boord of  Educot ion in Morch 2O12. The plon, ovoi loble ot

identif ies the moior phoses ond octivit ies involved in implementing the
CCSS ond serves os the blueprint for remodeling the educotion system to support student success in
coreer ond col lege.


